Sunday School Covid-19 Risk Assessment – Ebenezer Baptist Chapel
	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed & how
	Existing actions
	What further action necessary
	By whom?
	By when?
	Done

	Individuals demonstrating Covid-19 symptoms pose a heightened risk

	All children or Sunday School leaders and teachers could be infected or could spread infection.
	Adequate supervision of children is maintained at all times with DBS and child safety policy in place.

If additional supervision is required only those with DBS checks will be permitted to do so.
	Anyone demonstrating symptoms will be asked to remain at home

Prominent reminder notices at the entrances to the building will remind visitors they should not enter if they are displaying symptoms of Covid-19

Regular reminders via email, telephone and at the beginning of Sunday School will be conducted.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Only Sunday School leaders, teachers and teaching support staff will be permitted to attend the Sunday School room; All parents will be asked not to attend until otherwise stated.

A register of attendees will be kept for a minimum of 21 days to comply with the track and trace requirements, this will also be in line with the child protection policy.
	Sunday School Leaders
	Weekly - Before the start of each Sunday School
	On-going

	Any person who is classed as vulnerable in accordance with government guidelines may be at high risk
	Vulnerable or shielded persons have a higher risk of contracting Covid-19.
	n/a
	Vulnerable people (as defined in government guidance) are strongly encouraged to observe the contents of this assessment and take all necessary precautions to protect themselves.

Shielded persons (those in receipt of a shielding letter) are not currently advised to attend places of worship as per current government guidance

	Sunday School Leaders
	Weekly - Before the start of each Sunday School
	On-going

	Not complying with social distancing (on arrival/travel)
	Visitors could spread infection 
	Usual minibus pick ups of children will not recommence until otherwise stated
	Regular attendees/children will be strongly encouraged to notify Sunday School leaders of their intention to attend in order to assist plans for seating arrangements and speed up entry to the chapel

Regular attendees/children are asked to consider travel to and from the chapel via walking or private car and avoid public transport (this has been deemed a low risk with limited numbers using public transport at present)

To reduce the risk of groups congregating just prior to the start of Sunday School visitors/children will be encouraged to turn up in advance rather than in the last few minutes before the start of the service. The frontage of the chapel and driveway will be used for queuing system to prevent any risk of overspill into public pavement areas

Tape will be placed on the ground on approach to the main entrance and Sunday school entrance to help visitors/children visualise 2m social distancing recommendation

Visitors/children will be greeted on entry and admitted when there is sufficient space in the lobby area to comply with social distancing recommendations

Appropriate signage will be prominently displayed to remind visitors/children of their responsibilities to comply with social distancing and hygiene requirements

Each of the toilet areas should be restricted to use by one person with the exception of members of the same family attending together 

	Sunday School Leaders
	Weekly - Before the start of each Sunday School
	On-going

	Risk of infection from airborne infection
	Visitors/children could be infected or spread infection
	Well ventilated building
	Face coverings are to be worn by all visitors who are dropping children off at the entry points with the exception of those who fall within the exceptions of Government guidance “Covid-19: Face coverings: when to wear one and how to make your own”

Sunday School leaders and teachers will not be required to wear face coverings to enable them to perform teaching duties.

Children will not be asked to wear a face covering. As described within ‘Out of School Setting’ covid-19 guidance.
	
	
	

	Risk of infection from a lack of hand washing or insanitary surfaces / conditions (on entry to premises)
	Visitors could be infected or spread infection
	Church and Sunday School areas are regularly cleaned
	Doors, with exception of doors to the toilets, will be open to ensure visitors/children do not need to touch door handles

All visitors/children will be instructed to either wash or sanitise their hands on arrival and after leaving toilets.

Hand sanitiser will be prominently located on each entry to the building and to the Sunday School room and the level of supply regularly monitored.

Sunday School area will be cleaned between each use with particular attention being paid to door handles, hand sanitiser containers and other regularly touched surfaces. 

	
	
	

	Not complying with social distancing (whilst in Sunday School room and also during entry /exit)
	Visitors/children could spread infection
	Sunday School services will be held within the Sunday School room that is not used for any other purpose during the week.

Sunday School will operate for a duration of between 30mins and max 45min in the Sunday school room; Sunday School duration reduced to help prevent additional trips to toilets by children.



	Visitors/children will be shown where they should sit to maintain social distance.

No parents of children will be allowed to enter the premises or stay with the children during Sunday School.

The Sunday School room is large enough to provide 2 bubbles of 15No. with social distancing of 2m separating the bubbles at all times.

Children and teachers assigned to bubble will remain with that bubble for consistency.

Two separate entry and exit points will be used to keep bubbles separate upon entry / exit into the premises

The two bubbles will be marshalled to and from the Sunday school room and other separate class rooms as required and upon exit. At all times the bubbles will be kept consistent with registers  

A ‘one way’ system will be implemented for exiting the building. Hand sanitiser will be placed prominently on each exit.
	
	
	

	Risk of infection from a  lack of hand washing or insanitary surfaces / conditions (general)
	Visitors could be infected or spread infection
	Church areas are regularly cleaned
	The kitchen will be closed for general use during Sunday School.

Taps and surfaces will be cleaned with appropriate cleaner between use.

	
	
	

	Risk of infection from use of books
	Visitors could be infected or spread infection
	Children attend with their own copy of the bible; no hymn books will be used.
	Children are recommended to bring their own personal copy of the Bible with them and take it with them on leaving. No Bibles or Hymn books will be stored in Sunday School room, any found will be collected and stored as below procedure

A limited number of Bibles will be available for use which should be returned to a clearly marked collection point at the end of Sunday School. These will then be removed by a church officer, wearing latex gloves, and stored for a minimum of 72 hours before being available for use again.

Hymnbooks will not be used. 

Bible readings, lesson pictures and hymns will be displayed on a screen at the front of the Sunday School room.

The teaching of singing will be permitted of groups of no more than 15 children who are social distanced at all times (2m or within 1m with measures as stated within this risk assessment); the performing arts covid-19 guidance will be followed i.e. singing quietly and side-by-side and social distance measures.

	
	
	

	Lack of ventilation
	Poorly ventilated area increases the risk of spreading virus
	Sunday School room has ample opening windows and external doors that are used for ventilation purposes 
	The building will be ventilated as much as feasible during Sunday School.

	
	
	

	Eating & drinking
	Visitors could be infected or spread infection through cross contamination
	No Food or drink is provided as part of Sunday School.
	No food or drink will be offered during or after the Sunday School. 

Should visitors consider they are likely to have water available to prevent coughing they are recommended to bring bottled water with them.

	
	
	




Risk assessment for Sunday School services completed on 19th September 2020 by Daniel Hickman and John Smith in accordance with UK Government and Local Authority guidelines.

The Sunday School operates as an educational means associated with Ebenezer Baptist Chapel; the principals of the risk assessment have been adopted from the ‘Out of School Setting’ Covid-19 guidelines as per the UK Government guidelines.

This risk assessment should be read in conjunction with the risk assessment for the premises. i.e. Ebenezer Baptist Chapel building.

This risk assessment will be continually reviewed in line with Government regulations and guidance and also in light of guidance from the Local Authority.

