
Ebenezer Football Training Risk Assessment

This risk assessment has been prepared to assess the risks and identify mitigations to enable to resumption of Ebenezer football training. 
The risk assessment has been prepared on 07/09/2020 by Ben Sheldon to be submitted to the Pastor and church officers for ratification.

Ebenezer football training is conducted offsite at St Michael’s CE High School on their outdoor training pitch.

St Michael’s CE High School, via Ian Hinsley of Interserve who are the property managers, have indicated the pitch is available for hire (but no use of indoor facilities including toilets), providing 

1. The Third Party confirms that upon entering into the Contract they have read and understand the most recently published UK Government guidelines (www.gov.uk/coronavirus) concerning the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak during the undertaking of community use and out-of-school-settings activities and in particularly but not exclusively the following:

-          Protective measures for out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak (or equivalent)

-          Guidance for parents and carers of children attending out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak (or equivalent)

-          COVID-19: Guidance for the safe use of multi-purpose community facilities (or equivalent)

-          Guidance for providers of outdoor facilities on the phased return of sport and recreation in England (or equivalent)

-          Guidance for the public on the phased return of outdoor sport and recreation in England (or equivalent)

-          Providers of grassroots sport and gym/leisure facilities (or equivalent)

Note: This risk assessment has been prepared in conjunction with the aforementioned policies as well as the published guidelines by the Football Association for the return of football “COVID-19 GUIDANCE ON RE-STARTING OUTDOOR COMPETITIVE GRASSROOTS FOOTBALL” version 1.2 published on 19 August 2020. Please also note that on no occasions in the past 3 years of undertaking the work have 30 individuals been present at any one time.


2. The Third Party acknowledges and confirms that they shall have full responsibility in abiding by (and, further, the liability arising from not abiding by) the UK Government Guidelines on coronavirus (COVID-19) as published at all times during the Hire Period in connection with the Activities at the School Premises and Facility.
3. The Third Party shall be responsible to undertake a risk assessment (in the format suggested by the UK Government Guidance or materially similar) of the Activities to be undertaken at the School Premises and Facilities and shall present a copy of the risk assessment to the Company in a reasonable time to enable assessment by the Company prior to commencement of the Activities. The Third Party acknowledges and accepts that the Company shall have the right (at its sole discretion) to (1) prohibit commencement of the Activities in the event that (a) a copy of the Third Party’s risk assessment is not provided or otherwise not in a reasonable time prior to the commencement date or (b) is provided in a format which is insufficient or otherwise not in accordance with UK Government Guidelines and/or (2) give instructions to the Third Party to immediately cease any activities in the event that the activities are different or otherwise change from the Activities as described on the Contract and Third Party’s risk assessment. The Third Party acknowledges and agrees that no refund (whether wholly or part thereof) of the Third Party’s Hire Charge shall be provided by the Company in the event(s) of prohibition of commencement or cessation of activities by the Company as set out in this clause.
	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed & how
	Existing actions
	What further action necessary
	By whom?
	By when?
	Done

	Individuals demonstrating Covid-19 symptoms pose a heightened risk

	All visitors* could be infected or could spread infection

(* For avoidance of confusion ‘visitors’ = all children and parents attending Ebenezer football training )

	
	Anyone demonstrating symptoms will be asked to remain at home

Regular reminders via Facebook and at the beginning of football training will be conducted.

Individuals attending will sign the register and confirm they are not exhibiting symptoms.

To comply with NHS test and trace requirements, the register of attendees will be maintained for a period of 21 days.
	Football coaches
	Each week
	

	Not complying with social distancing (on arrival/travel)
	Visitors could spread infection 
	Usual minibus pick ups of children will not recommence until otherwise stated
	Visitors will make their own way to St Michael’s CE High School.

Visitors will enter the playing area upon entry where sufficient space is available for social distancing to be undertaken.

Cones will be placed on the ground around the edge of the football playing service for to assist visualisation of two metre social distancing. 
	
	
	

	Risk of infection from airborne infection
	Visitors could be infected or spread infection
	
	This is of limited risk given the outdoor nature of the activity. 

However, for spectators, cones will be placed on the ground around the edge of the football playing service for to assist visualisation of two metre social distancing, with clear instruction to social distance given upon arrival.

For players, warm ups and training drills will be performed with social distancing enforced in line with FA guidelines. The playing surface is large enough to ensure sufficient distance can be maintained. Communal team huddles will not be undertaken except at a social distance.

During play, in line with FA guidance, contact will be kept to a minimum, without delays in set plays. Players will not be permitted to “cover the post” at set plays.
Goal celebrations will not be permitted in groups.

	Football coaches
	Each week
	

	Risk of infection from a  lack of hand washing or physical contact with others or equipment.
	Visitors could be infected or spread infection
	
	On arrival, each individual will be required to sanitise their hands. 

Pre- or post match handshakes will not be permitted, equipment will not be shared and the ball will not be handled except by those wearing gloves. Group goal celebrations will not be permitted.

A “below head height rule” will be implemented.

The implication is that throw ins will no longer be undertaken, but rather the player will make a pass with the foot at the edge of the pitch.

Individuals will be encouraged to bring their own refreshment drink, without sharing of water bottles.

Should an injury occur, the FA guidance in relation to first aid will be followed.  If a participant gets injured, a member of their household can assist if present and appropriate, but others (including match officials and teammates and coaches) will still need to socially distance unless a life- or limb-threatening injury necessitates compromising guidelines to provide emergency care.
	Football coaches
	Each week
	




This risk assessment will be continually reviewed in line with Government regulations and guidance.

